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International Application No. PCTAB 00 01086 



FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM PCT/ISA/ 210 



Continuation of Box 1.2 



Present claims 1-10,12-36 relate to an extremely large number of possible 
compounds/products. Additionally, present claims 1-36, do not meet the 
requirements of Rule 6.2 (a) PCT. 

The definition "Rl, R2, R3, R4, R5, R6 are (independently) hydrogen or 
any other moiety and X is any moiety n in claim 1, and the definition "X 
is an Si -containing group* of claim 3 are non-1 1m1 ting; furthermore, the 
definition of Rl - R4 in claim 2 relates to an extremely large number of 
possible compounds/products; in fact, the claims contain so many options 
and variables, that a lack of clarity (and/or conciseness) within the 
meaning of Article 6 PCT arises to such an extent, as to render a 
meaningful search over the whole of the claimed scope impossible; support 
within the meaning of Article 6 PCT and/or disclosure within the meaning 
of Article 5 PCT 1s to be found, for only a very small proportion of the 
compounds/products claimed. 

Also Claim 13 and 31, claiming "compound having a formula as shown in 
figure 10" is obscure, because no definition is given for the 
substltuents in the mentioned formula. 

Claim 36 is also obscure, not defining any technical feature. 

Moreover, the definition in claim 1: "...wherein the compound has higher 

activity than cyclopent-2-en-l-one in respect of one or more of the 

following: n , relates to a compound defined by reference to a 

desirable characteristic or property. The claim covers all 
products/compounds having this characteristic or property, whereas, as 
already mentioned above, the application provides support within the 
meaning of Article 6 PCT and/or disclosure within the meaning of Article 
5 PCT for only a very limited number of such products/compounds. In the 
present case, the claims so lack support, and the application so lacks 
disclosure, that a meaningful search over the whole of the claimed scope 
is impossible. Independent of the above reasoning, the claims also lack 
clarity (Article 6 PCT). An attempt 1s made to define the 
product/compound by reference to a result to be achieved. Again, this 
lack of clarity in the present case 1s such as to render a meaningful 
search over the whole of the claimed scope impossible* 
The claimed therapeutic applications "activating HSF\ "inhibiting 
NF-kB", "Inhibiting the replication of HSV-r and " inhibiting the 
replication of Sendal Virus" In claim 1, "disorder affecting aquatic 
organism" 1n claim 24, "plant disorders" In claim 28 etc. etc. are not 
specified therapeutic applications. 

Consequently, the search has been carried out for those parts of the 
claims which appear to be clear, supported and disclosed, namely those 
parts relating to the products/compounds and 1n relation to the medical 
conditions for which pharmacological data were provided In the 
description, in relation to the treatment of inflammation, viral 
infections and of ischemia, with due regard to the general Idea 
underlying the application. 



Claims searched incompletely: 1-36 

The applicant's attention is drawn to the fact that claims, or parts of 
claims, relating to Inventions In respect of which no international 
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FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM PCT/ISA/ 210 



search report has been established need not be the subject of an 
international preliminary examination (Rule 66.1(e) PCT). The applicant 
Is advised that the EPO policy when acting as an International 
Preliminary Examining Authority is normally not to carry out a 
preliminary examination on matter which has not been searched. This is 
the case Irrespective of whether or not the claims are amended following 
receipt of the search report or during any Chapter II procedure. 
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